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  With the November 4 election only days 
away, the campaign season has entered its 
final phase -- getting out the vote.
   "We've raised political dollars, we've 
educated members on the candidates, now 
it's time to get members and other support-
ers to vote," John Cakmakci, UFCW 951's 
president, said. "All of our other efforts will 
be meaningless if we fail to get voters who 
have told us they support pro-worker candi-
dates to the polls. The people who study the 
numbers have determined that if we get our 
supporters to the polls, we will win."
   The local is counting on stewards to par-
ticipate in the union's get out the vote effort. 

Through Election Day, stewards can volun-
teer to go door-to-door reminding voters 
supporting pro-worker candidates to vote. 
For more information contact Todd Regis at 
1.800.999.0951 ext. 111.
   Stewards are also being asked to distribute 
endorsement cards to their coworkers and 
remind members who have pledged their 
support for these candidates to vote. If you 
have not received endorsement cards, contact 
your union representative.
   "The polls are showing the governor's race 
is a dead heat," Cakmakci said. "We need 
every Mark Schauer supporter to vote."

It's Time to Get Out the Vote!

Harvest 
Moon 
Dance

Bites, Booze &  
Bad Dance Moves

Saturday,  
November 22
7 p.m. to midnight

 
UAW 652   

426 Clare Street 
  Lansing

   Enjoy hors d’oeuvres, beer, 
wine, door prizes and a silent 
auction at the UFCW 951 
Foundation Harvest Moon 
Dance for $20 per person. 
Tickets include a commemora-
tive glass and two drink tickets. 
Additional drink tickets will be 
available for purchase.  
   For more information and to 
purchase tickets, contact your 
union representative.

U F C W  9 5 1  A N N U A L 

H O L I D A Y  P A R T I E S

   The holiday parties will  
feature food, door prizes,  
children's activities and photos 
with Santa. These celebrations 
are open to all members and 
their family and friends. Tick-
ets are $2 per person and will 
be available from union repre-
sentatives in early November.  
  These events would not be  
possible without volunteers.  
If you are interested in  
helping, please contact 
your representative or call 
1.800.999.0951.

Lansing
December 4
UAW 652
426 Clare St
 
Saginaw
December 9
Pulaski Hall 
6525 Weiss St. 
 
Grand Rapids
December 11
UFCW 951
3270 Evergreen  
Dr. NE

 Must be 21 years  
or older  

to attend

Women's Network in Action... 
   On Saturday, October 4, the Women's Network hosted Get Out the Vote events in Kalamazoo, Grand  
Rapids and Livonia. More than 60 members and staff participated and knocked on more than 2,200 doors  
statewide. Thank you to the stewards who participated! Members who would like to get involved with the 
Women's Network can contact Karin Hopman at 1.800.999.0951.

Grand Rapids Livonia Kalamazoo

Election 2014

Your vote is your voice. 
Be heard. 

Vote November 4.
   UFCW 951 encourages 
members to vote for the 
listed candidates who will 
fight for working families.

Stewards should be dis-
tributing these endorse-
ment cards to members 
as instructed by their 
union representative.

Voters Can Find Their Polling Location at 

www.michigan.gov/vote



From the President: It's Time to Step Up Our Political Efforts
   Right about now, most people are sick 
of politics. Their mailboxes are over-
flowing with campaign literature and 
requests for political donations. Every 
time their phone rings or there is a 
knock at the door, chances are its some-
one who wants to talk politics.  While 
we may be fed up with politics, we can't 
give up. In fact, now is the time to step 
up our political efforts.
   Many UFCW 951 endorsed can-
didates, including Mark Schauer for 
governor and Mark Totten for Attorney 
General, are in races that are too close 
to call and will be decided by a few 
votes. From now until the polls close 
at 8 p.m. on November 4 we all need 
to do everything we can to get out the 
vote for Schauer, Totten and other pro-
worker candidates. 
    We must talk to family and friends 
to make sure they will be voting, help  

them find their polling place and trans-
port them to the polls if needed.
   We need to participate in neighbor-
hood canvassing where we remind the 
supporters of our endorsed candidates 
to vote. These voters need to under-
stand that the election is going to be 
extremely close and their vote is critical. 
There are over 250,000 supporters who 
typically don't vote in non-presidential 
election years. If we get these voters to 
the polls, pro-worker candidates win.  
   Many UFCW 951 members are 
among the supporters who fail to vote. 
Stewards are being asked to talk with 
these members, urging them to vote. 
Stewards may also need to help them 
overcome the obstacles preventing them 
from voting, such as transportation, 
child care issues, or not knowing where 
to vote.
   If you are not already working to get 

out the vote, contact 
your union repre-
sentative to find out 
how you can help. 
Even one shift will 
make a difference.
   From the onset of 
this campaign, my 
attitude has been 
that we all need to 
do everything we 
can to elect the candidates who sup-
port workers. I don't want to wake up 
on November 5 thinking I should have 
done this or I wish I had done that. I 
want to know that I gave it my all. 
   Your union is asking you to give it 
your all by participating in our get out 
the vote efforts. 
   I know I will wake up on the morning 
after the election having given it my all.
   Will you?

John Cakmakci
President

In Their Own Words: Why Stewards are Getting Out the Vote

   Polly's Country Market #16 employs 
less than 50 members. In a small work 
environment, it's no surprise that  
members there are like family. As a 
steward, Jamie Castle is empowered to 
improve the store and help her  
members in the workplace. Castle has 
been nominated for the Steward  
Spotlight by her union representative, 
Kris Barry. Castle has worked at Polly's 
for six years, and this is her second year 
as a union steward. 
   "At this store, we are all really close. 
This year, we put on a bake sale for a 
member who has a five year old  
stepson with a terminal disease. We 
raised almost $1,000 to help pay for 

tests and treatment," Castle said. "It was 
well worth it and it shows how much 
we all care for one another. All of us try 
to help each other as much as possible."  
   Castle is the only steward at Polly's 
#16. She works closely with her union 
representative and has opportunities to 
go straight to the manager to resolve  
issues for members without always  
going through the grievance process. 
   "Jamie is wonderful and very passion-
ate about her Polly's family. She does a 
fantastic job at contract administration 
and keeping members informed, and 
making sure members are empowered to 
ensure their rights are followed," Barry  
 

said. "Jamie is also great at signing 
people up for Active Ballot Club (ABC) 
without members feeling harassed." 
    Castle has signed up nearly 40  
percent of her co-workers for ABC. 
  "I never ask for ABC right away. I  
always introduce myself and get to 
know the member first. I work to get 
members signed up for ABC before 
they receive their first paycheck," Castle 
said. "Then, they never miss that dollar 
a week. If we wait too long to get them 
signed up, they may back out. ABC 
benefits everyone and it really gives 
workers a voice. Everyone should pitch 
in and get involved." 

Steward Spotlight: Jamie Castle, Polly's #16
“I don't think anyone should be walked on or taken advantage of. All the members 
are hard workers, and they need someone to stand up for them and to know that 
their work is appreciated. I am that person. When you show up and work hard, you 
shouldn't constantly be yelled at. It feels good to be appreciated and nominated for 
my work as a steward."

   To become more involved with UFCW 951's Get Out the Vote efforts, contact your union  
representative or call 1.800.999.0951. 

"Stewards are union leaders within their stores. When I am out there knocking doors, I don't only 
think about myself. I think about all the members I represent and how important this election is for 
them. We have to work to educate our members with the facts of what is happening right now.  
Legislation is being passed to break us down and harm the unions, middle class families – the hard 
working people. One vote can make a difference. I have literally driven people to go vote. If you take 
the time to door knock and talk to people, they'll start to understand how important their vote is in 
this election. You are the union." – Jacqueline Davis-Johnson, Kroger #410

"I have been volunteering and knocking doors. Our local has endorsed all the candidates I support, so 
it was an easy decision to get involved. Other stewards should get involved because this election will 
protect their job as a steward. Legislation is working to tear down unions. If we get pro-worker can-
didates elected, stewards' jobs will be easier. Stewards are empowered to help their members in their 
stores because of a union contract. If new people don't understand or see the importance of a union, 
they won't sign up. Stewards should get involved to protect their jobs and members' jobs."  
– Nicholas Daly, Meijer #70 

"When I talk to members and even people within my community, I let them know how important 
it is just to vote. It's a privilege that we can do this, and we need to exercise that right. So far, I have 
been door knocking for Get Out the Vote. How are we going to have a voice if we don't vote? We 
can't lose our voice. Everyone should be involved if they're at all concerned with what's happening in 
Michigan. The more we get involved, the louder our voice." – Troy Flaherty,  Meijer #881

"People want to know that their voice and their vote counts. Talking with them about the election 
reinforces that. Everyone we talk with sees that we believe in this. We want them to vote because it's 
their right and their voice really matters." – Anita Green, Meijer #196

"I've gone door knocking in Monroe and now I am talking to people in the warehouse about voting. 
I've been making sure they understand why they need the union and pro-worker candidates elected 
into office. Other stewards need to get involved. It shows other members that this election is a  
worthwhile and important cause. Once they see you involved, they might actually pay attention and 
listen." – Jeff Lambrix, Meijer #881

"People want to know that their voice and their vote counts. Talking with them about the election 
reinforces that. Everyone we talk with sees that we believe in this. We want them to vote because it's 
their right and their voice really matters." – Charles Toles, Meijer # 881


